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ABSTRACT:

Additionally, with the aid of modern ICTs, academic libraries are automating key tasks, creating institutional
repositories for digital local material and digital libraries, putting management information systems in place, and
starting ICT-based training programmes for library patrons. These objectives can be achieved by putting in place
management information systems, creating efficient and effective networks for sharing resources amongst libraries,

and implementing efficient and effective networks already in place.
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INTRODUCTION :

ICT makes possible things like electronic
cataloguing; online public access catalogues
(OPACs), electronic acquisition and serials
control, electronic circulation functions,
electronic distribution of commercial
publications, electronic availability of raw data,
multimedia information delivery systems,
digitised collections, and online textbooks.
Academic library resources and users are
evolving. Many print-only information sources
are now available on CD-ROM, internet, and
other media. Some sources are only online.
Modern ICT and its effects on library services
seem to have prompted the transformation.ICT
gives them a chance to offer their clients
information services with added value and
access to a wide range of digital information
resources.

Information and communication technologies
(ICT) are changing quickly and are used in
almost every part of daily life. This has led to big
changes that have never been seen before.
Because of this, the wuse of information

technology (computers, phones, photocopiers,

etc.) plays a big part in making library practices
more modern.

The prime objectives of the library is pooling
information resources and information-related
infrastructure and sharing them

OBJECTIVES :

*To determine the degree of computerization and
automation present in degree-granting
institutions' libraries

*To evaluate the usability of information and
communication technology (ICT) resources
housed in Degree College libraries.

*To evaluate the usefulness and productivity of
information and communications technology
(ICT) in degree college libraries

e Number four: determining the level of expertise
possessed by staff members with regard to the
use of information and communications
technology (ICT) resources

*To assess the difficulties that is linked with the
use of information and communications
technology in degree college libraries

NEED FOR THE STUDY:

It has been shown that information technology
(IT) has changed the Ilibrary's resources,

systems, services, and way it works.
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The use of information and communication
technologies (ICT) is one of the best things to
happen to libraries, and it is changing the way
libraries look and what librarians do at a rate
that has never been seen before. This is well
known in the library world, and it is one of the
best things to happen to libraries in their history
(Lewis, 2007). The way in which users search
out information is likewise undergoing rapid
shifts at this point in time. When it comes to
searching for information, the catalogue or
portal of the library is not typically the first
option for the majority of teachers, students, or
researchers (Haglund and Olsson, 2008).

The reason for doing the study

As a consequence of this, the purpose of the
current study is to investigate the ICT skills of
library professionals, as well as to ascertain the
user rate and the level of application of
information technology in degree college
libraries to ascertain the associated challenges.
Some of the problems that can happen when
trying to use ICT in academic libraries have
been brought to light by the research.

The goal of the research was to find out how
computerized and automated the Ilibrary
collections.

As a result, researching how people in
developing nations make use of information
technologies can prove beneficial.

As a result of investigations of this kind,
hopefully some unknowns will be uncovered and
understood, which will assist in bridging the
digital divide that exists within colleges.
Significance of the study

* The specific study is confined to college
libraries wherein the use of ICT is comparatively
low.

* There was no study done hitherto in the
region about the impact of ICT on college

libraries.
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* So the present study was undertaken with an
aim to throw some light on the impact of ICT
applications in the college libraries as well.

* The study signifies the importance of the
advanced technologies in the perspective of
quality service to provide quality services.

* The study identified the current limitations in
the adoption of information communication
technology in the operations of college libraries
in order to achieve their statutory tasks. The
study's primary focus is on the application of
ICT in college libraries today.

* The results of this study will serve as a guide
for librarians, information
managers/information scientists, researchers,
lecturers, students, and teachers as they decide
how best to use ICT in education through the
creation of policies and their successful
implementation

METHODOLOGY :

Keeping the study's aims in mind, a concerted
effort was made to develop a suitable technique
for the research. The data acquired through a
questionnaire served as the study's
methodology. Wherever possible, data collection
is supplemented with interview techniques. The
numerous published and unpublished primary
and secondary materials, as well as internet-
based sources, were analyzed. The observation
approach was also utilized to supplement the
data acquired by questionnaire in order to
improve its reliability and relevance.

Data collecting instruments

The questionnaire method was used to collect
data, and interviews with Librarians/Librarians
in Charge of each Degree College, Faculty
members, and Students were also used to get
more information. A prototype questionnaire
was made based on talks with professional
colleagues and research in the same area. One
set of structured questionnaires was made for
the Librarian or Librarian in Charge, and the

other set was made for the users. The goal of the
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librarian questionnaire was to get information
about the library's infrastructure, budget, total
collection, details about members, ICT services,
history of automation, networking facilities,
databases made, number of staff, details about
staff training, and ICT application challenges.
The library professional questionnaire is broken
into four components. 1. General information,
2.Library information. 3. Automation of
Libraries, 4.Resources and services in ICT 5.ICT
effectiveness, 6.ICT skills and competences,
7.Challenges, and 8.Suggestions.

The questionnaire, accompanied by a cover
letter, briefly defined the research topic and
promised respondents that the information they
supplied would be kept confidential and used
solely for research purposes.

CONCLUSION :

An honest endeavor has been made in this
study to examine the application of information
and communication technology (ICT) in degree
college libraries. In the 21st century, college
libraries have to deal with the challenge of going
digital by adding information and
communications technology (ICT) facilities to
their spaces. The goal is to make sure that a
large number of library users can quickly and
easily access relevant, accurate, and up-to-date
information from both remote and local
databases to help learning and teaching in the
institutions. In order for degree-college libraries
to fulfill the day-to-day needs of their patrons, it
is now essential for them to have access to and
make use of information technology (IT)
infrastructure. Most of these libraries have built
at least a basic IT infrastructure over time. But
there are still a lot of libraries that don't even
have desktop computers. Also, the IT
applications couldn't be used outside of the local
networking that existed either in the library or
on the campus. The results of this study show
that libraries in institutions that give degrees

are still not very good at using information and
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communication technology. Most of these
schools said that it was hard to spread IT
applications and keep up with the latest IT
developments because they didn't have enough
staff or enough staff with the right skills. Provide
good access to ICT for educational purposes by
putting in place policies that help and guide
ongoing funding, the right equipment, the
networking of degree college libraries, more
knowledge, and administration.
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